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THIS 50TH EDITION OF FROM THE VINEYARD comes just in time for Christmas and the end of 2018.   I will 
put it to sleep for a week or two, the better to revive it in the New Year. 
 
IT WAS A GREAT TURNOUT FOR SIMBANG GABI with the Filipino community at Sacred Heart Parish last 
Saturday night.  A couple of hundred people gathered for the first in the series of nine Masses, and most 
made it downstairs for the buffet dinner afterwards.  Filipino music and cuisine were very much part of 
the celebration, which I certainly appreciated.  Sincere thanks to Fr. Roy Villas, the organizing team, and 
the squadron of priests who assisted throughout the week. 
 
A COUPLE OF BISHOPS’ APPOINTMENTS were announced a week ago.  I was delighted to see that an old 
ŎƻƴŦǊŜǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ 
Newfoundland.  Most Rev. Peter Hundt has served for the past seven years as Bishop of Corner Brook and 
LabǊŀŘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ wƻŎƪέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ   
Closer to home, Father Guy Desrochers has been appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall.  He 
will provide some much-needed help to Most Rev. Terry Prendergast who currently holds a double 
portfolio as Archbishop of Ottawa and Bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall. 
 
THERE HAS BEEN NO LACK OF CHRISTMAS SPIRIT at the Diocesan Pastoral Centre.  On Tuesday we held 
our staff Christmas party which added up to eighteen or so by the time everyone gathered.  Those 
numbers included lay staff, most of whom work fulltime, and clergy, all of whom (except me) juggle their 
5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΗ  ²ŜŘƴesday 
provided a nice cap to that celebration, as students and staff from Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic School 
sang Christmas carols for us on the front lawn.  We were one of many stops for them on a busy day of 
carolling in the community.  
 
SACRED HEART COLLEGE IN PETERBOROUGH has published their course offerings for the upcoming 
Winter Term.  These can be seen online at their website and on posters that have been sent to our 
parishes.   
 
I PUBLISHED MY CHRISTMAS MESSAGE this week, which has been posted to the Diocesan website and 
will no doubt appear in some parish bulletins as well.   Be sure to check out our website for a listing of 
Christmas Mass schedules around the Diocese of Peterborough.   
 
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO THE CELEBRATION OF MIDNIGHT MASS at the Cathedral of St. Peter-in-
Chains.  This year, the Mass will be televised by Cogeco Cable 10, beginning with the Carol Service at 11:30 
p.m.   
 
A VERY BLESSED AND MERRY CHRISTMAS to you all, priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful of the 
Diocese of Peterborough.  May tƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙƻƭȅ 
season.   
    
     Pax et Bonum,   † Daniel 


