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          CHRIS BORSELLINO 
 

 

 

 

My name is Chris Borsellino.  I grew up in Keswick, Ontario.  During my childhood and up 
until my late 20’s, we belonged to Immaculate Conception Parish in Keswick but worshiped 
at Our Lady of the Lake which was a mission of our parish. I received the sacraments of 
Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation and Marriage to my wife Taunia at this Parish.  At 
this point in my life, I was enlisted in the army reserve, serving with the Queens York Rangers 
(RCAC) from 1998-2003.  Around the same time, I began working in telecommunications, 
the field in which I am currently employed.   When I was 29 years old, we found out Taunia 
was pregnant with our first child Nathaniel.  In the next few years, we were gifted with our 
daughters, Isabella and Allison.  In 2017, our son Gabriel was born.  Nathaniel, Isabella, and 
Gabriel have been diagnosed with autism.  Nathaniel and Isabella are considered mild cases; 
Gabriel is more severe. He is 5 years old and still non-verbal. This was an unexpected 
development within our family and has presented us with some difficult and challenging 
times, but it is also quite beautiful and rewarding.  

About five years ago, I was approached by a friend and former teacher who asked me if I had 
ever felt a call to ministry.  He thought I would make a good deacon.  I admit it took some 
time to wrap my head and my heart around the idea.  After reflecting and talking with my 
wife, we thought that maybe I had been called in the past and that it was a good idea for us 
to enroll in the diaconate formation program and to further discern God’s call.  Fast forward 
five seemingly very quick years, after much schooling, prayer and reflection, I find myself 
joyfully and excitedly awaiting ordination in a little over a month.  This has been a truly 
incredible journey with God, with Taunia, with our families, and all of the people who gave 
of themselves to be part of the diaconate formation program.  It has been a truly incredible 
journey and a great gift from a gracious God!  



                 ROB VANDENBERG 

 

My name is Rob Vandenberg.  My wife Eydie and I are in our 22nd year of marriage with 
three young adult teenagers, Johanne (20), Emily (19), and Tom (16).  We live close to 
Bewdley, Ontario, in the country on 8 acres with our dogs and horses and access to 
hundreds of acres of beautiful forest trails of the Ganaraska Forest.  The forest is our 
playground where we enjoy endless hikes and trail rides on horseback.  When not at work, 
my time is spent keeping our home and hobby farm.  For work I am very blessed to be a 
full-time firefighter for the city of Toronto and have the privilege to be on the Toronto Fire 
Peer Support team helping fellow brothers and sisters. 

At my home parish in Cobourg, I serve as an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, bring 
Holy Communion to the homebound, and sing in the choir (not because of talent, just for 
lack of other voices). God’s patient prompting over the years became clear to me 
approximately 5 years ago by a visit from Bishop DeAngelis and Deacon Aidan to our 
parish, when a friend of mine asked me if I knew what a Deacon was, (because he had never 
seen one). We both joined the Deacon formation program to “Come and see!” what it was 
that God had stirred in our souls.  After 4 years of Deacon studies, I am on the threshold of 
Ordination to the Permanent Deaconate, (with a healthy amount of trepidation I will add!)  
I look forward to serving Christ as one of his ministers and with him to meet the challenges 
of life as a Permanent Deacon. 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVESTREAM of the ORDINATION 

https://youtu.be/fWGkBvvFx_8 

 

PERMANENT DIACONATE FORMATION PROGRAM 
Check the website. 

https://www.peterboroughdiocese.org/en/get-involved/permanent-diaconate-formation-
program.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIDEO ABOUT THE PERMANENT DIACONATE 
FORMATION PROGRAM 
Called to Serve 
https://youtu.be/bR-hI7PUSo4  
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