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Most Reverend Bishop Miehm has received a request from the Chair of the Peterborough 
Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board to offer a reflection for 
trustees of the School Board who are reviewing the plan to address equity, diversity and 
inclusion, implemented in September of 2020.  In response, Bishop Miehm offers this reflection 
on Acceptance and Accompaniment.  

 

Reflection on Acceptance and Accompaniment 

Earlier this month, Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto, issued his Reflection on 
Inclusivity and Acceptance, and my own reflections mirror those of His Eminence Cardinal 
Collins. 

Ontario Catholic educational institutions manifest their civic and cultural identity through the 
Canadian flag, the Ontario flag, the Franco-Ontarian flag, and the flag of Indigenous Peoples.  
Catholic schools sometimes receive requests by various advocacy and interest groups to fly 
their flags.  There is a misguided perception that unless these requests are granted, the Catholic 
school is not attentive to the particular cause or protective of the right to respectful and fair 
treatment.  This perception contradicts the very mission of the Catholic school and therefore 
must be challenged.   

There are two fundamental aims of a Catholic school among the many aspects of its mission – 
first, to accept each person made in the image of God and second, to accompany each person 
as an educational and evangelizing pastoral ministry.   

Catholics hold the belief that every person is unique and loved by God, gifted and graced, 
worthy of dignity and respect.  Catholic Schools have a compelling mission to provide a 
nurturing and safe learning environment that helps each student fulfill their God-given 
potential in all aspects of their person: physical, academic, social, moral and spiritual.  These 
two aims are embodied in a Faith which inspires a Catholic school community to witness to the 
deep and self-giving love of Jesus Christ, the Shepherd of all.   

When parents entrust their children to the care of Catholic Schools, they rightfully expect that 
the fullness of Catholic teaching will inform and infuse all areas of school life. Such an 



expectation also holds true for the faithful who look to Catholic schools to form future 
generations who will live faithfully and seek the common good. 

There are times when Catholic Teaching does not align with prevailing cultural and social 
norms.  Such questioning becomes particularly evident in matters related to human sexuality, 
the sanctity of life from conception to natural death, social justice issues, and seeking the 
common good.  Even in these situations, the faithful continue to proclaim the often counter-
cultural teachings of Jesus Christ, doing so with respect for every person we engage.  

There are deeply held feelings on all sides of this issue regarding the Pride flag.  It can be 
difficult at times to maintain a dialogue that is respectful, thoughtful, and also inclusive.  And it 
is regrettable that the intent to foster greater inclusion has become so divisive and in some 
instances, confrontational.  

There is often a mistaken notion that it is impossible to strongly propose the fullness of Catholic 
teaching while showing respect, concern, and love for all people.   I pray for a creative re-
imagination that goes beyond these divisions and reflects the rich tradition of our faith through 
a comprehensive presentation of our teachings and a loving engagement with all those we 
serve.  It is in the Catholic School, a community of acceptance and accompaniment, that there is 
the potential to do this well.  

The locally elected Catholic school trustees will determine the course of action in this matter, 
and I am hopeful that this reflection provides some stimulus for the challenging and creative 
conversations that need to be held in a spirit of faithfulness, wisdom, and mutual respect.   

 


